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Amendments to the Drawings 

The attached six sheets of drawings includes changes to Figs. 3-8. In insert 

Fig. 3-8, reference numerals 71 , 73, 75, 76 and 78. and their associated textual RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

labels, have been added. „ 4 
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The Applicant requests reconsideration of the rejection. 



Claims 21-24 remain pending. 
The Examiner objected to the drawings as failing to include reference 
numerals 71 , 73 and 78 in Figs. 3, 4 and 7, respectively. Accompanying this Reply 



associated descriptive textual labels requested by the Examiner. Further, 
Replacement Sheets for Figs. 5 and 6 are provided, adding similar reference 
numerals 75 and 76, and associated descriptive textual labels. 

The Examiner objected to the disclosure as containing the minor informality 
noted on page 4 of the Office Action. To ensure proper spacing of characters, a 
substitute specification is being provided, which contains no new matter. Please 
note that the substitute specification also contains minor amendments to the original 
specification; the Applicant refers to page 1 4, line 3 of the original specification 
(correcting "IOSP" to IOPS V. page 21, line 15 {correcting "record 71" to record 771 ); 
and page 29, line 20 (deleting a duplicate "75"). 

Claims 21-24 stand rejected under 35 LLS.C. §101 as being directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. The Applicant believes that this rejection is associated with 
the finding, on pages 5-7 of the Office Action, of a lack of written description and a 
lack of clarity with regard to the method steps set forth in claim 21 (and 
corresponding functionality set forth in claim 23). Therefore, each of these rejections 
will be addressed at the same time. 

In the rejected claim 21, for example, the step of "calculating a performance 
level and a reliability level . . . " is found to be unclear and unsupported by the written 



is an Appendix of Replacement Sheets adding these reference numerals and 
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description. The Applicant believes that, based on this finding, the claim Is also 
found to be non-statutory. Again, the Applicant refers the Examiner to the "formula" 
set forth on page 19 of the present specification and described between page 18, 
line 5 and page 19, line 10. The Applicant has noted and considered the Examiner's 
comment that the calculation depicted on page 19 may be considered to be different 
from a true "formula" which provides parameters that must be substituted with actual 
values to generate a solution; the Applicant respectfully submits, and requests the 
Examiner to consider, that the "formula" is described in words in the specification 
noted above such that the calculation set forth on page 19 represents the formula 
with actual values already plugged in. Therefore, in every sense except a semantic 
one, the Applicant submits that the calculation represents an appropriate "formula" 
taken together with the verbal description to avoid a rejection under §101 or §112. 

The Applicant offers to provide a verbal "formula" corresponding precisely to 
the calculation having the actual values plugged in, at the Examiner's request The 
Applicant believes that such a formula can be provided in the specification without 
adding new matter, by relying on the verbal description explained in the specification 
itself. To this end, the Applicant's representative will telephone the Examiner in the 
near future to discuss an acceptable supplement to the specification. 

Furthermore, independent claims 21 and 23 have been amended to provide 
method steps and structural functionality that more clearly sets forth the inventive 
process for managing operations of a plurality of storage devices storing information 
that is provided to a business server having a plurality of applications accessed via a 
network. Note, in particular, that the conclusion of the method is more clearly set 
forth with the step of determining a candidate volume to be selected and provided to 
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accessible to the business server. In addition, as previously claimed, the candidate 
volume is selected corresponding to a classification level designated by a user, and 
based on a correspondence between each volume and each classification level 
previously established according to the claimed invention. With these amendments, 
the Applicant submits that the claims are clearly compliant with 35 U.S.C. §101 and 
§1 12, first and second paragraphs, and also free of any prior art of record. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, the Applicant requests 
reconsideration of the rejection and allowance of the claims. 

To the extent necessary, the Applicant petitions for an extension of time under 
37 CFR 1,136. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing 
of this paper, including extension of time fees, or credit any overpayment of fees, to 
the deposit account of Mattingly, Stanger, Malur & Brundidge, P.C., Deposit Account 
No. 50-1417 (referencing attorney docket no. 520.43063X00). 

Respectfully submitted, 

MATTINGLY, STANGER, MALUR & BRUNDIDGE, P.C. 




DJS/sdb 
(703) 684-1120 



Attachment: 6 Replacement Sheets of Drawings 



6 Annotated Sheets Showing Changes 
Marked Up Specification 
Substitute Specification 
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